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24th September 2011
Dear Sir
Consultation on River Roding Flood Risk Management Plan
We write in objection to the proposals outlined in the Consultation on the Management of the River Roding.  Great Canfield Parish Council discussed the consultation document during the public session of their September Parish Council meeting.  A unanimous decision to object was then taken.

There are a number of reasons for objection.
1.  The proposal to withdraw maintenance of the River Roding gives no consideration to alternative options, e.g. a three year cycle, removing silt only, working with landowners.  This Parish Council would like to understand the cost implications of potential options rather than just an all or nothing approach.
2.  With reference to the statement in the report ‘We will look for financial support from those that benefit.’  This suggests beneficiaries could contribute to the cost of river maintenance in the north of the region, thereby further reducing the risk of flooding to all.  
3. Has consideration been given to the options to ‘partner’ with the District or Parish Councils?  Currently contractors maintain land owned by the Councils, it may be cost effective to extend these contracts to include some river maintenance.
4.  The report is not clear on the potential overall impact to the Parish of not maintaining the river.  Whilst it is suggested some properties would be affected there is no indication on the affect to farmland and roads.
5. The Report suggests funding is not in place and the project could take some years.  What is a realistic timeline and what is the approach to maintaining the river during the period prior to completion of the ‘entire’ project?
We welcome the opportunity to discuss the above.

Yours sincerely,
ALLISON WARD

Clerk to Great Canfield Parish Council
