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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 9th May 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chair)
Cllrs Keir Donald, Henry Green Robert Mackley, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
Six members of the public
Apologies for absence – Essex County Cllr Susan Barker and Uttlesford District Cllrs Derek Jones and Jackie Cheetham.
PUBLIC MEETING – A resident raised a query on Highways verge cutting, Clerk to contact Highways to understand when the verges will be cut and update.  Residents were disappointed that no County or District Cllrs were available at the Annual Meeting to answer questions, Clerk to inform Cllrs of 2011/12 meeting dates and comments.
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN – Cllr Green proposed and Cllr Donald seconded that Cllr Sams be elected, this was passed unanimously.  The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
2. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE was signed by all Cllrs.  All Cllrs to complete Register of Members’ Interests and return to Clerk for submission to Uttlesford District Council.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR THIS MEETING – Cllr Green declared an interest in the item 13.1, planning application Griffin Woodcraft, Griffin Farm.  Cllr Green had previously represented the Parish Council in 2008 when the Inspector appointed by the Planning Inspectorate visited the site as part of the Enforcement Appeal.  
4. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN - Cllr Green proposed and Cllr Salmon seconded that Cllr Mackley be elected, this was passed unanimously.
5. ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES – The following were elected unanimously,
Footpaths/Greens
 


– Cllrs Mackley and Salmon
Planning 




– Cllrs Donald and Sams
Tree Warden 



– Cllr Green
Highways/Road Safety 


– Cllrs Mackley and Salmon
Crime Prevention



– Cllr Salmon

Great Canfield Community Trust

– Cllrs Mackley, Sams and co-opt Philip Seers & Sue Ball

     Liaison Sub-Committee (Note This was previously known as the Village Hall Sub-Committee)
  
Crumps Farm Sub-Committee 

– Cllr Green and co-opt Tricia Clifton and John Creecy

Village Open Weekend Sub-Committee  
– Cllrs Mackley, Salmon, Sams and co-opts

6. DATES OF MEETINGS 2011/12
Meetings will take place on the second Monday of the Month with the exception of April 2012 which accounts for Easter.  Clerk to contact Church Hall to confirm bookings, update website and inform County and District Cllrs.
Parish Council meeting dates were confirmed as follows

	DATE

2011
	Public Meeting

	13th June
	8 pm

	11th July
	8 pm

	8th August
	8 pm

	12th September
	8 pm

	10th October
	8 pm

	14th November
	8 pm

	12th December
	8 pm

	2012
	

	9th January
	8 pm

	13th February
	8 pm

	12th March
	8 pm

	16th April
	8 pm

	Tbc
	Annual Village Meeting

	14th May
	8 pm  ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING


7. MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 18th APRIL 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.

8. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
The Clerk updated the Council on the insurance quote from AON.  Including the discount for being members of EALC and the three year agreement the price is £341.97.  The Clerk obtained a further quote from Aviva for c.£310, however this includes an increase in the excess to £250.  Cllr Donald had reviewed the insurance and recommended that the Parish Council renew with the existing insurers AON.  This was unanimously agreed by all Cllrs.
Broadband access in village, Cllr Donald reported that Buzzcom had surveyed Church End and subject to the position of the local repeater, the service should be implemented within the next few weeks.  Cllr Donald and Keith Vincett to liaise on article for Village Newsletter and submit to Clerk for inclusion.  Keith Vincett had received a response from County Broadband and BT who confirmed that “there is a strong possibility that fibre based services will be forthcoming within the next year” there is no information on whether it will improve things for Great Canfield.
9. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS – None

10. CORRESPONDENCE - None
11. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
Two residents present at the meeting expressed an interest in the vacancies.  Clerk to e-mail information including standing orders to potential candidates and include an agenda item at the June Meeting.  
12. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
12.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
.
12.1.1. Footpath 4 and the fence to the rear of Fanns Cottage, Clerk to chase Highways for response.

12.1.2. Clerk has written to Alan Goffee for verification that the PRoW works for 2010/11 have been completed, a response is pending.
12.1.3. A response is pending following the letter to the residents Solicitor re kerbing at Bullocks Lane.

12.2. Highways and Road Safety

12.2.1. Several complaints have been received concerning speeding tractors through Bacon End.  Cllr Salmon to speak to local police officer for assistance.
12.2.2. Cllr Salmon has completed the pot hole survey and submitted information to Highways.

12.2.3. Cllr Mackley confirmed a team from Highways would be working in the village within the next few weeks.  Cllr Mackley to e-mail and remind them of the need to remove the Weak Bridge signs.

12.3. Crime Prevention – Nothing to report.
12.4. Tree Warden – Cllr Green confirmed the Peace Oak at Hellmans Cross is not showing any new spring growth.  A tender for its removal will be required, Clerk to verify requirements as per standing orders.  Cllr Green to contact Uttlesford District Council.
13.  PLANNING
13.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS

APPL No.

UTT/0659/11/FUL
DEVELOPMENT:
Retention of former agricultural building and continuation of use for joinery business
LOCATION:

Griffin Woodcraft, Griffin Farm
This application was discussed in detail, including contributions from members of the public.  Comments in support included the fact this is an existing business providing local employment.  Comments against the application included the long history associated with the site, the approval in April 2010 as a potato store and that it is not in agreement with the Village Design Statement.  In addition it was commented that no objection was made to an application for a similar set-up in Bacon End in 2009.
A decision to object to the application was agreed along the lines that whilst this Council has some sympathy with the current application as it is providing local employment and service, it cannot overlook the views of the residents as detailed in the Village Design Statement, Guidelines Agricultural and Commercial No 2, ‘There should be no more light industrial development in Great Canfield and the conversion of farm buildings for industrial use should be opposed’.  Clerk to draft response for approval by Cllrs Donald and Sams prior to submitting.
APPL No.

UTT/0689/11/FUL

DEVELOPMENT:
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
LOCATION:

The Elms, Bacon End
The Parish Council has no comment on this application.

APPL No.

UTT/0690/11/LB
DEVELOPMENT:
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
LOCATION:

The Elms, Bacon End
The Parish Council has no comment on this application.

A number of further applications have been received for The Elms after the agenda was issued.  Clerk to contact Uttlesford Planning to request an extension to post the June Parish Council meeting.
13.2. Consultation on Draft Planning Strategy.  Cllrs had reviewed the document issued by Uttlesford District Council and decided to submit no comments. 
13.3. Crumps Farm – Cllr Green updated the meeting.  Following the response from Essex County Council Solicitor, a response is being prepared by the sub-committee confirming their dissatisfaction with his reply.  A further report is being produced for submission to the Local Government Ombudsman.  This Council unanimously agreed to the proposal from the sub-committee to use the Freedom of Information Act to obtain from Harlow Council and Uttlesford District Council details of contracts they had with Edwards Waste Management in relation to using the Crumps Farm Site for the disposal of their waste.
14. FINANCE

14.1. Cheques for Approval


Allison Ward - Parish Clerk April 2011,

          

£163.59

AON – Annual Insurance





£341.97


Uttlesford Community Transport - Annual Renewal

£  20.00

14.2. The VAT Refund for 2010/11 of £442.99 has been received.
14.3. Approval of the Annual Return and The Accounts and Government Statement for the year ending March 2011 was proposed by Cllr Sams and seconded by Cllr Mackley with all in agreement.  Documents will now be submitted to the Internal Auditor.
14.4. Following the Parish Council elections it is necessary to update the bank mandate, removing Gordon Sives and Keith Vincett and adding new Cllrs.  Clerk awaiting forms from Bank.  Clerk to investigate internet banking.

15. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.

The deadline for the newsletter is 20th May.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION

16.1.  Appointment of new Cllrs
16.2.  Emergency plan

16.3.  Village Hall update

16.4.  Open Weekend Sub-Committee update

17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 13th June 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

18. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.30pm

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk

01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams

Chairman Parish Council


