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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 10th October 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Robert Mackley, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
Cllr Jackie Cheetham (Uttlesford District Council – 8.00pm to 8.30pm)

2 Members of the Public 
PUBLIC MEETING A resident suggested that the Parish Councils response to the Consultation on Travellers Sites, and similar responses, be placed on the village website.  Cllrs agreed to this, Clerk to arrange.  A further question was raised as to why the Parish Council chose not to respond to the Consultation on National Planning Policy Framework, Cllr Sams asked that this question be answered under agenda item 4.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllrs Mackley and Sams declared an interest in Agenda Item 7 as Trustees of Great Canfield Community Trust.

Cllr Kellerman declared an interest in item 9.1; appeals lodged Tandans Canfield Drive, as a neighbour of the applicant.
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 12th September 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
Both Uttlesford District Council and Essex County Council have confirmed they have no suitable land in the Parish that could be used for allotments.  Essex County Council own land in the Parish north of Hope End that is currently let on an agricultural agreement.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to contact Essex County Council and request that should the land become available the Parish Council is contacted with a view to leasing the land for community allotments.  Cllr Donald to contact Rural Community Council of Essex for advice on how to proceed without public land being available.
Cllr Mackley reported that the Village Open Weekend Committee had met and allocated funds; 50% to Great Canfield Community Trust, 20% to Great Canfield Church Hall, 20% to the Friends of St Mary’s and 10% to the Royal British Legion.  A meeting has been arranged for Thursday 10th November to form a new committee with the intention of making plans for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  Cllr Mackley has produced a note for the Clerk to circulate to the village distribution list.

The Clerk confirmed that the application for rock salt has been made and will be delivered to Cllr Easter in 20kg bags.  Cllr Mackley and Easter will co-ordinate the delivery to Cllrs for use in identified areas and will complete the necessary administration.

Charlie Barker has confirmed the maintenance works required on the village sign and provided a quote for the work of £120.  The sign is in good condition, but in need of a wash.  The metal frame needs cleaning and a coat of black hammerite applied.  The Oak post requires two coats of preserver.  It was unanimously agreed to ask Charlie Barker to complete the work, Cllr Salmon to arrange.
The Clerk reported that a meeting to discuss progress on the new village website is outstanding.

In response to the question raised in the public session, Cllrs confirmed that after reviewing the Consultation on National Planning Policy Framework it was agreed at the September meeting that Parish Cllrs did not have the knowledge to add anything further.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council had recently responded to a number of consultations; Travellers Sites, The Future Management of the River Roding and the Governments Aviation Scoping Document.
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Cllr Cheetham confirmed that Uttlesford District Council has responded to the National Planning Policy Framework.  Where local plans are not in place the national policy will take over.  It was confirmed that Uttlesfords local plan is unlikely to be in place at the appropriate time, leaving a one year gap.
Enforcement Officers are aware of the concerns at Canfield Nursery and a site visit is pending.

Cllr Cheetham confirmed that glass will be added to the recycling collections from April 2012.  The decision on green waste skips and charges has been deferred to the October Cabinet Meeting.

An amount of money has been passed to Uttlesford District Council under the New Homes Bonus.  Cllrs have agreed on how this money will be distributed, specifically to communities where housing development has taken place.  In addition an amount of £2,000 has been given to Cllrs Cheetham and Jones to spend on local projects within Takeley and The Canfields.  Cllr Cheetham to e-mail Clerk with article for Great Canfield newsletter.
Cllr Cheetham to confirm the latest position of Uttlesford District Council, in relation to the planning appeal at Tandans.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. An enquiry was received from a resident regarding the use of land at Canfield Nurseries.  The Clerk forwarded details to Uttlesford District Council.  Cllr Cheetham responded and confirmed an enforcement case had already been opened and a site visit is pending.
6.2. Uttlesford District Council are holding a meeting on 22nd November at 7.30pm to discuss a range of issues arising from the Localism Bill including what assistance the Council can give in drawing up and adopting a Code of Conduct.  Cllr Sams and Clerk to attend.
6.3. Cllr Salmon was unable to attend the South Community Forum.
7. GREAT CANFIELD COMMUNITY TRUST LIASION SUB-COMMITTEE
Cllr Sams reported that in response to the issue on the annual rent, a survey of a number of village halls had been completed collecting evidence on rents and condition of halls.  The majority are owned by the local community or Parish Council.  A decision has been taken to write to the Diocese asking them for their proposal.
8. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
8.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
8.1.1.  Response outstanding from Highways on re-instatement of posts at the start of by-way 11, Hellmans Cross.
8.1.2.  Kerbing at Bullocks Lane, no further progress.
8.2. Highways and Road Safety
8.2.1. Clerk has written to Veolia Water regarding the water main at Bacon End.  A response is pending. 
8.2.2. A response is pending from Highways regarding the Parish Council taking responsibility for cutting verges.

8.2.3. A resident queried when the hedges at Hope End were due to be cut.  Cllr Sams confirmed the contract requires them to be cut every two years.
8.3. Crime Prevention.  

8.3.1. Cllr Salmon confirmed a reduction of reported incidents in Takeley and The Canfields during the 8 weeks to mid-September.  In the last week there has been a theft of diesel locally.  Cllrs requested an article be included in the newsletter highlighting the potential for heating oil thefts, Clerk to arrange.
8.4. Tree Warden
8.4.1. Treecology had provided a quote to purchase and deliver a replacement for the Peace Oak.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would source the tree including the guard, Cllr Green to co-ordinate.  Cllr Easter agreed to provide equipment to dig the hole.
8.4.2. A resident has raised concerns regarding an Ash tree in front of Maple Cottage.  Cllr Green to ask Treecology for a quote for its removal and report back to the next Parish Council meeting.
9. PLANNING
9.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS
APPL No

UTT/1654/11/FUL


LOCATION

Sheldrakes, Green Street

DEVELOPMENT
Conversion and extension of existing domestic storage building to family annexe

APPL No

UTT/1693/11/LB

LOCATION

Sheldrakes, Green Street

DEVELOPMENT
Conversion and extension of existing domestic storage building to family annexe

This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council are in support of the application, however suggest a condition to ensure the property remains as one dwelling in the future and cannot be split into two properties, is considered.  Clerk to arrange.
APPEALS LODGED
APPL No

UTT/0808/11/FUL

LOCATION

Tandans Canfield Drive

DEVELOPMENT
Proposed continued use of long stay caravan pitch for the use of one gypsy family. (Not subject to condition C.13.4- UTT/0998/08/FUL (The mobile home and touring caravan hereby permitted shall be occupied only by Mr T Boswell and Ms A Fuller and when they cease permanent occupation they shall be removed from the site within 2 weeks of this event and the land shall be restored to its former condition within 1 month in accordance with a scheme of work submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing)
The Parish Council agreed to submit a response to The Planning Inspectorate restating their reasons for objection.  Cllr Sams to draft and circulate for approval, prior to submission by the Clerk.  The deadline is 2nd November.
9.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

Planning Application - UTT/1878/11/CC, ‘Continuation of temporary windrow composting of green waste and waste wood including the importation and blending of soils and sands without compliance with condition 2 (cessation date 15 September 2011) of planning  permission ESS/42/09/UTT to allow an additional 2 years of operation until 15 September 2013.’  The Sub-Committee discussed this application and agreed as there were no issues, to make no comment.
A response has been received from the Environment Agency following the letter raising concerns on the state of the current site.  The response is unsatisfactory in that it did not answer the questions asked.  A further letter is being prepared.

Essex County Council responded to a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act.  The response confirmed two contracts were in existence with Edwards Waste Management.

As minuted in the September meeting a further response to Essex County Council regarding concerns with the current situation at Crumps Farm is pending.  This correspondence will then be forwarded to Cllr Susan Barker as County Cllr.  
PDE Consulting is acting as agents for the new owners of Crumps Farm and has invited Parish Councils to an informal site meeting on Wednesday 2nd November.  The sub-committee welcome this opportunity to meet the new owners and hear their proposals for addressing the outstanding issues at the site; however they will be asking for a formal Liaison Meeting.
9.3. Newlands Farm – Clerk to contact Uttlesford Enforcement for an update.
9.4. Cllr Kellerman attended the Uttlesford District Council Planning, Parish Council Liaison Meeting.  The presentations from the meeting will be circulated to Cllrs, Clerk to action.

10. FINANCE
10.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – September 2011), 



£   169.33

S & J Perry (Grounds Maintenance inc VAT)



£   528.00
10.2. The accounts for the period April to September 2011 were presented by the Clerk and accepted by the Parish Council.  
After reviewing the budget and making revisions for the Tree Works and Election costs, the full year expenditure was revised to an estimate of £5,202 compared to income of £5,269.

The Bank Reconciliation showing a cash book balance of £8,101.38 was presented by the Clerk, signed by Cllr Sams and accepted by the Parish Council.
10.3. The Clerk confirmed the changes to the bank mandate had now been accepted with immediate effect.

11. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.  
Cllr Donald to prepare an item for the Great Canfield newsletter on the Peace Oak and time capsule, deadline 20th November.

Clerk to include item from Cllr Cheetham on the monies from the New Homes Bonus.

12. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
12.1. Expiry of existing contract for Grounds Maintenance, future tender process.
12.2. The time capsule and an additional plaque on the village sign to commemorate the 

Queens Diamond Jubilee.

12.3. Draft Budget for 2012/13.
13. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 14th November 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

14. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.50pm.

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams
Chairman Parish Council


