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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 11th July 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Robert Mackley, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
Cllr Jackie Cheetham (Uttlesford District Council – 8.00pm to 8.20pm)
1 Member of the Public (8.00pm to 8.20pm)
PUBLIC MEETING – There were concerns over the planning application for Tandans Canfield Drive and a wish to understand the Parish Councils position.  Cllr Sams confirmed that a discussion and decision on whether to respond would be made under agenda item 9.1.  The concerns of local residents had been noted and would be considered as part of the response of this Council.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Jones (commitment)
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Easter declared an interest in item 9.1, planning decision for Griffin Farm, as owner of the property.
Cllr Kellerman declared an interest in item 9.1, planning application, UTT/0808/11/FUL, Tandans Canfield Drive, as a neighbour of the applicant.
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 13th July 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
The Clerk met with the resident who has offered to design a new village website in order to discuss the Parish Council requirements, including the issue with the Ordnance Survey maps raised at the June meeting and administration of the site.  It is hoped a draft site will be available for review in the Autumn. 
Clerk has submitted the document and payment to the Information Commissioners Officer to register Great Canfield Parish Council as a Data Controller, confirmation is pending.

Cllr Mackley updated the meeting on the success, both financially and socially, of the Village Open Weekend; in excess of £3,000 was raised for village funds.  Cllr Sams gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Mackley and all those involved in the organisation of the weekend.  Cllr Mackley to draft an article for the Parish News and Great Canfield Newsletter, for the Clerk to submit.  

It was agreed the Autumn Litter Pick would take place on Saturday 26th November from 10am to 2pm.  Clerk to book the Church Hall and include in the Great Canfield newsletter.

It was confirmed that the Civic Amenity Scheme, (village skip) was well used by residents.  Cllr Mackley suggested that the village e-mail circulation be used in future to remind residents of the date.

Cllr Donald has reviewed the consultation on planning for travellers sites and produced a draft response which was agreed by Cllrs.  Cllr Donald to forward questionnaire response to Clerk for submission to Department for Communities and Local Government.
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 
Following the recent elections Uttlesford District Council has held their first new style Cabinet Meeting, where all decisions are taken.  Cllr Cheetham confirmed her role as Deputy Leader with responsibility for aviation; Cllr Cheetham continues to chair the Development Control Committee.  

With reference to the April minutes the planned consultation in the Summer for the principles of the Local Development Framework have been delayed due to an ongoing court case.  (Currently the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) will have to be considered even though it is due to be abolished in November when the Localism Bill is introduced.)  The Government has two new consultations on National Planning Policy Framework and Local Planning Regulations, the Parish Council may wish to consider responding, the deadline is 7th October.   In summary the Government is determined to make planning easier and the consultations suggest the removal of the current Planning Policy Statements with a presumption in favour of planning.  
Cllr Cheetham confirmed that she had called in the planning application for Tandans, Canfield Drive to the Development Control Committee and it should be on the agenda for the July meeting.  
Cllr Green asked when Priors Green would have their own Parish Council.  Cllr Cheetham confirmed that following local consultation the majority of residents had wanted to stay either in Little Canfield or Takeley and therefore there would be no change.  The question was raised in relation to Crumps Farm and generating further support amongst Parish Councils.  Cllr Cheetham confirmed that Essex County Council and Little Canfield were both concerned with seeking clarification on Section 106 funds; monies Edwards Waste Management should have put aside to complete restoration works.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. Cllr Salmon provided information to Uttlesford District Council on the informal ‘good neighbour scheme’ in the Parish.
6.2. A resident has forwarded a letter and report from the Environment Agency on proposed changes to the management of the River Roding which may have an impact on flooding in Great Canfield.  Public information sessions will be held including one at Chipping Ongar on 10th August.  Cllrs agreed to review the document in preparation for discussion and a decision on whether to respond, at the September meeting.  The deadline for responding is 26th September.
6.3. Stop Stansted Expansion Town and Parish Council Liaison Group will meet on 28th September at 8pm in the Memorial Hall in Elsenham.  Cllr Sams will attend with Cllr Green also available if required.
6.4. Cllr Salmon raised the question of allotments in the parish.  Clerk to investigate policy and process.
7. GOVERNMENTS AVIATION SCOPING CONSULTATION
Cllr Sams has reviewed the first stage of the new aviation policy for the UK; Sustainable Framework for UK Aviation.  Suggested responses to the questions had been circulated and these were supported by Cllrs, with the possible inclusion of information from the SSE document entitled ‘Erosion of the Community’ to add under section on local impacts.  Cllr Sams to review and update if necessary before forwarding to Clerk for submission.
8. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
8.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
.
8.1.1. Clerk to report to Highways missing cover over old sceptic tank along lane close to Fitzjohns and the cricket ground.
8.1.2. Clerk to report to Highways fallen tree on Bridleway 11 behind the Old Post Office.

8.1.3. Letter to resident at Bullocks Lane asking for their suggestions on a suitable alternative to the kerbing, outstanding.  Clerk to draft for Cllr Sams to approve. 
8.2. Highways and Road Safety
8.2.1. Highways have confirmed that Parish Visits no longer exist, however Highway Rangers will shortly be introduced to carry out minor works.  Cllr Mackley to produce a list of works for Clerk to forward to Highways.
8.2.2. Clerk has submitted list of pot holes to Highways, response pending.
8.2.3. Outstanding from June, Clerk to contact Highways regarding responsibility for cutting verges.
8.3. Crime Prevention.  

8.3.1. Following the recent incident at Griffin Farm, information was forwarded to the Clerk by a resident and circulated to the residents e-mail list within an hour of the incident.  Responses from residents suggest they were very grateful for the timely information.  All Cllrs agreed that such information should be circulated via the e-mail list.  Clerk to include an article in the newsletter asking residents to forward details for inclusion on the distribution list. 
8.3.2. Cllr Easter confirmed that following the incident at Griffin Farm no police follow up visit had taken place.  Cllr Easter has CCTV and other information.  Clerk to write to the Chief Inspector stating the Parish Councils concerns with the lack of response.
8.3.3. Cllr Salmon confirmed the next Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting will be held on July 19th and the Parish Councils concerns on incidents and the lack of police response will be raised at this session.

8.3.4. Cllr Salmon confirmed the new non emergency number is 101.
8.4. Tree Warden
8.4.1. Cllr Green has been researching a replacement tree for the Peace Oak and suggested to the Parish Council that a 12ft English Oak at a cost of c.£150 plus delivery was the most suitable.  Clerk confirmed that the Standing Orders require three estimates for the removal.  Cllr Green to pursue.

8.4.2. A resident has forwarded an e-mail with questions and suggestions on the Peace Oak, Cllr Green to respond.

9. PLANNING
9.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement

APPLICATIONS

APPL No

UTT/0808/11/FUL

LOCATION

Tandans Canfield Drive

DEVELOPMENT
Proposed continued use of long stay caravan pitch for the use of one gypsy 
family. (Not subject to condition C.13.4- UTT/0998/08/FUL (The mobile home and touring caravan hereby permitted shall be occupied only by Mr T Boswell and Ms A Fuller and when they cease permanent occupation they shall be removed from the site within 2 weeks of this event and the land shall be restored to its former condition within 1 month in accordance with a scheme of work submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing)
Considerable discussion took place including reference to comments made by residents during the public session at both the June and July meetings.
In summary the Parish Council agreed to object to the application on the following grounds

1. It provides no new gypsy accommodation,
2. It is currently unnecessary,

3. It is actively opposed in its neighbourhood,

4. The Conditions attached to the original Permission were imposed due to the exceptional development of a Greenfield Site against all Planning Norms.

In addition, The Village Design Statement is not referred to in the Application despite ranking as Supplementary Planning Guidance.  The original Application contravenes Settlement Guidelines 2 & 3, New Building Guidelines 1 & 2, Guidelines: Consultation and planning applications 1, 2, 3 & 4.
Cllr Sams to draft response for agreement, Clerk to submit.  Cllrs to consider availability for attending the Development Control Committee once the date is confirmed.
DECISIONS


APPL No

UTT/0687/11/FUL


LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Erection of Porch

DECISION

Conditional Approval

APPL No

UTT/0688/11/LB

LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Erection of Porch

DECISION

Conditional Approval

APPL No

UTT/0689/11/FUL

LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
DECISION

Conditional Approval

APPL No

UTT/0690/11/LB

LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
DECISION

Conditional Approval


APPL No

UTT/0659/11/FUL


DEVELOPMENT
Retention of former agricultural building and continuation of use 
for joinery business

DECISION

Refused

9.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

Further requests were made under the Freedom of Information Act to Harlow Town Council and Uttlesford District Council.  Both parties confirmed they did not have any current contracts with EWM.  

Cllr Green confirmed that work continues on the report to the Local Government Ombudsmen.

9.3. Newlands Farm – No further update.
9.4. The following was proposed by Cllr Salmon, seconded by Cllr Easter with all in favour. "The procedure for dealing with planning applications that require a response before the September meeting will be that Cllr Donald and Sams draft a response for circulation and agreement. This Council mandates these Councillors to send responses to Uttlesford District Council." 

10. FINANCE
10.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – June 2011 and expenses), 


£   173.80


Great Canfield PCC ( Hall hire April-June)




£     60.00

Rural Community Council of Essex (Annual Subscription)

£     40.00
10.2. The quarterly accounts for April to June 2011 were presented by the Clerk and accepted by the Parish Council.

The Bank Reconciliation showing a cash book balance of £6,434.93 was presented by the Clerk, signed by Cllr Sams and accepted by the Parish Council

10.3. The Clerk confirmed the final authorisations required to change the bank mandate forms.  These were signed by Cllrs Easter and Kellerman.  Clerk to progress.
11. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.  The deadline for submissions to the Great Canfield Autumn Newsletter is 20th August.

12. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
· The Village Sign including maintenance.
13. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 12th September 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

14. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.45pm.

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams

Chairman Parish Council


