PAGE  
368

GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 12th December 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Robert Mackley, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
Cllr Jackie Cheetham (Uttlesford District Council – 8.10pm to 8.25pm)

1 Member of the Public 
PUBLIC MEETING – No matters were raised.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None
Due to absence of Cllrs, it was agreed to change the date of the February Parish Council meeting to Monday 20th February 2012.  Clerk to re-book church hall, update website and inform District and County Cllrs.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - None
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 14th November 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
A successful litter pick took place on Saturday 26th November supported by 18 residents, Clerk to send letters of thanks.   A total of 15 bags of litter were collected.  In addition a resident cleaned the street signs at the Peckers Junction including the finger post and reported that this is in a poor condition as much of the paint is peeling off.  Clerk to report to Highways.  Cllr Mackley stated his intention to complete a survey and report of any works required by Highways.
The rock salt has been distributed and the necessary risk assessment completed and forwarded to the Clerk.  Three areas will be covered; the church hall, the Church and the post box area at Bacon End.

A note has been submitted to Cllrs Cheetham and Jones detailing the Parish Councils requests for funds from the New Homes Bonus.  Currently the requests in order of preference are 

1. £500 for the removal and replacement of the Peace Oak, 

2. £450 for the cost of the band at the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, 

3. £150-£200 for the cost of a time capsule,

4. A contribution for the BBQ at the Diamond Jubilee celebrations
It was agreed to add two further requests between items 3 and 4; a plaque commemorating the Diamond Jubilee to go on the village sign and a plaque to place where the original Peace Oak stood.  Clerk to forward the details and costs, with any additional requests from residents, deadline end of December.

Cllr Donald updated the meeting on advice from RCCE on allotments.  If six residents make a request for allotments, the Council has an obligation to consider the request.  Cllr Donald to write to Essex County Council.

Cllr Mackley proposed a plaque be added to the village sign as part of the celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee, which was unanimously agreed in principle.  Cllr Mackley to obtain quotes, Clerk to contact Cllr Cheetham and add to the list for funding from the Parish Grant.
An update on the redesign of the website is outstanding.
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Cllr Cheetham confirmed the Local Development Framework consultation will be starting on 20th January until 5th March.  There are a number of public consultation sessions which residents are encouraged to attend, (Tuesday 31st January - Foakes Hall, Great Dunmow and Thursday 2nd February - Priors Green Community Centre, Takeley).  Clerk to include in Parish News articles and put on February agenda.
Cllr Green raised concerns with the situation at Crumps Farm.  Recent activity has been monitored and vehicles seen entering with full loads and leaving the site towards Takeley.  As far as we are aware no permission is currently in place for recycling and/or landfill at the site.  Cllr Cheetham will forward this information to Takeley Parish Council who has a particular concern with vehicle traffic.  In addition Cllr Cheetham will speak with Cllr Barker for clarification of the current situation and pass on this Councils request for a formal Parish Council Liaison meeting.
This Council thanked Cllr Cheetham for the swift action from Uttlesford District Council in resolving the issues at Canfield Nursery.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. An e-mail from Wimbish Parish Council requesting this Council write to our District Cllr asking for a review of the allocation process of new homes bonus, was considered.  As far as this Council is concerned it believes the allocation to Great Canfield is fair and it was unanimously agreed not to pursue the request.  Clerk to update Wimbish Parish Council.
6.2. The consultation on Neighbourhood Planning Proposals as contained in the Localism Bill was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting.  Cllr Sams to review and propose a response for agreement by Cllrs, deadline 5th January.
6.3. There had been considerably e-mail discussion from District and Parish Councils on the changes to Police front counter opening hours and the process by which the decisions were made.  (Of local impact is the change to Great Dunmow Police Station which will open 12pm to 6pm Monday to Saturday).  This Council agreed not to make any further comments.  Cllr Cheetham suggested that other potential changes may be of greater concern to local communities, Clerk to investigate and circulate to Cllrs.
6.4. Cllr Kellerman agreed to attend the Stop Stansted Expansion Parish and Town Council Liaison Group meeting on 15th December.

7. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY
Cllr Salmon has submitted written confirmation of her intention to resign from the Parish Council with effect from 31.12.11.  Clerk has updated Uttlesford District Council.  A Notice of Vacancy must be displayed in the Parish for 14 working days.  Should 10 local government electors request an election, one will be held to fill the vacancy.  If this is not forthcoming the Parish Council will be able to co-opt after the expiry of the notice, estimated at 25th January.  The decision on co-opting will be made at the February 2012 meeting.  Clerk will circulate details to residents via the e-mail distribution list, requesting any expressions of interest. 
Cllr Kellerman will take responsibility for Crime Prevention.
8. STANDARDS AFTER THE LOCALISM ACT
Cllr Sams updated the Council following the meeting at Uttlesford District Council on Standards after the Localism Act; notes and the presentation had been circulated to all Cllrs.  There is no action required until Uttlesford issue their Code of Conduct, anticipated January 2012.
9. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
9.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
9.1.1.  Clerk spoke to Highways and a resident regarding replacing posts to protect by-way 11.  A by-way by its definition has to have access for all including motor vehicles.  Previously the posts placed here were part of a process that proved to be illegal due to lack of consultation.  Unfortunately there are no options other than to report any issues with the state of the surface.  Highways will then inspect and prioritise repairs across the County.
9.1.2. A resident has identified issues with Oak Lane, by-way 3, at its junction with Lingfords and Bullocks Farm due to damaged surface, Clerk to report to Highways.
9.1.3.  Kerbing at Bullocks Lane – A response has been received to the Parish Councils letter requesting an easement.  It suggests a prescriptive easement exists, as the resident has enjoyed access without objection for a period in excess of 20 years.  The Parish Council discussed and agreed that this was the status.  Cllr Sams to draft a response confirming and requesting a meeting, Clerk to send.
9.2. Highways and Road Safety
9.2.1. Essex County Council, (ECC), responded to the Parish Councils request to take responsibility for cutting verges, with a request to complete a supplier set-up.  Without key information from ECC it is not possible to complete the form, Clerk has responded accordingly and a response is pending.  Cllr Easter to forward to Clerk a list of Parish Councils that have responsibility for verge cutting, Clerk will then contact the Parish Councils for advice.
9.3. Hope End – Nothing to report

9.4. Crime Prevention – Cllr Salmon confirmed the NATs meeting had been postponed.  There was nothing further to report..
9.5. Tree Warden
9.5.1. The Peace Oak will be removed in the next few weeks, Cllr Green to contact residents at Haydens End as a matter of courtesy.  Cllr Green to contact Essex County Council Tree Officer for verification of the proposal to remove and replace soil in the area prior to re-planting.  Cllrs Donald and Green have purchased a young oak tree.

10. PLANNING
10.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS

None
DECISIONS
None
10.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

The sub-committee are reviewing the Waste Management Preferred Approach Consultation and considering their response.  The deadline is 19th January. 

Recent movement of vehicles in and out of the Crumps Farm site has raised a number of concerns which have been investigated by the sub-committee.  The evidence obtained has been forwarded to Essex County Council with a request to investigate activities at the site promptly and if necessary to take enforcement action.  (Further referenced in agenda item 5).
A response is still pending from the Environment Agency.
10.3. Enforcement Update

10.3.1. Canfield Nursery – Uttlesford District Council have confirmed that the activity at the site was Airport Related Parking and following correspondence with the land owner the vehicles have been removed. 
11. FINANCE
11.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – November 2011), 



£   168.81

Henry Green (King & Co for New Oak Tree)



£   119.13
12. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.  
13. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
13.1. Quarterly update on finance, including Diamond Jubilee committee finance as a sub-

committee of the Parish Council,
13.2. Quarterly update from Great Canfield Community Trust,

13.3. Update from Diamond Jubilee committee.

14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 16th January 2012 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

15. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.30pm, after Cllr Sams had proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Salmon for her work on the Parish Council and made a small presentation.
ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams
Chairman Parish Council


