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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 12th September 2011
Present:
Cllr Robert Mackley (Vice-Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
2 Members of the Public (8.00pm to 8.10pm)
PUBLIC MEETING Residents raised concerns and objections to the Environment Agency consultation on proposed changes to the management of the river Roding.  Discussion was centred round the impact to Great Canfield where at least one property has been advised of the potential increase in flood risk.  Comments included an all or nothing maintenance approach has been proposed, other options including partnering with the District or Parish Councils, community involvement, removing silt only, etc appear not to have been considered.  In summary it was felt the proposals would result in an increase in flooding to property and roads within the parish.  As there were no District Cllrs present the Clerk was asked to contact Uttlesford District Council to request their response to the consultation.  (It is understood Epping District Council are raising objections).  The Parish Council agreed to consider the views expressed as part of their discussion and decision, agenda item 7.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Sams (holiday)
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Easter declared an interest in item 10.1, planning decision for Griffin Farm, as owner of the property.
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 11th July 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
An acceptable draft outline has been produced for the village website; a second meeting to discuss progress is pending. 
The Clerk has received notification that Great Canfield Parish Council is registered as a Data Controller for the year to July 2012, registration number Z2761521.
The Clerk has written to Uttlesford District Council regarding availability of land for allotments.  They confirmed they have no suitable land as the only area in the Parish under their ownership is the sewage treatment plant which serves the ex-council properties.  A response is pending from Essex County Council.  
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT – None
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. Further to a note from Uttlesford District Council requesting parish information on plans to celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee, Cllr Mackley confirmed a meeting of the village open weekend sub-committee was due to take place to agree the distribution of funds from the event.  This same group would then consider planning the Diamond Jubilee.  Cllr Mackley to update the October Parish Council meeting.
6.2. Correspondence has been received from Essex County Council inviting the Parish to participate in the winter salt bag scheme.  This would provide one ton of rock salt, free, for distribution by the Parish Council.  Clerk to confirm if rock salt is delivered in bags and if yes Cllr Easter has agreed to receive prior to the Parish Council distributing.
6.3. Uttlesford District Council issued a press release on proposed changes to the waste collection, which would include the removal of the village amenity skip.  Clerk issued the press release to residents on the e-mail distribution list in order to allow them to register an interest in the subscription garden waste collection, before the end of August.  An article was also included in the newsletter.  The Clerk updated District Cllrs on the action taken.  
6.4. Quendon & Rickling Parish Council are arranging a meeting to enable community representatives to have a better understanding of the effect that changes in the use of airspace will have on local communities and the area in general.  The Civil Aviation Authority and National Air Traffic Services have agreed to attend the meeting where they will give a briefing and answer any questions that arise.  Cllr Donald is available to attend and the Clerk responded.  Further details are pending.  

6.5. The next Uttlesford Planning Liaison Meeting will be held on 30 September at the Council Offices starting at 10am.  Cllr Kellerman to attend on behalf of Great Canfield Parish Council.  

6.6. Uttlesford District Council has a legal duty under The Electoral Administration Act 2006, to review their UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling places at least once every four years.  Information had been received and the Parish Council discussed the parish boundaries and the suitability of the church hall as a polling place.  No changes were proposed.  Clerk to respond by 30 September.

6.7. At the July PC meeting, Cllr Cheetham referred to two new consultations that the government has issued on planning; Draft National Planning Policy Framework and Local Planning Regulations.  The Clerk circulated information to Cllrs, a decision was taken at the meeting to make no response.
6.8. Uttlesford District Council has issued the Uttlesford Local Development Framework - Sustainability Appraisal - Consultation on the Scoping Report. The Clerk circulated information to Cllrs, a decision was taken at the meeting to make no response.

6.9. An e-mail has been received from a resident commenting on the article in Uttlesford Life Publication - "Septic Tanks - Make Sure You Register".  The article has raised questions on why this is required, the Clerk initially responded.  In discussion Cllr Kellerman confirmed the latest information from the Environment Agency states a review is underway on the registration of systems and whilst this is on-going there is no mandatory requirement to register.  Clerk to contact Uttlesford for further guidance. 

6.10. An e-mail has been received from a previous Cllr over concerns that when searching ‘Google’ by name, phone number details were still available and in fact had been available at all.  The Clerk has now updated the website and removed the information.  Previous Parish Council meetings have addressed this issue, e-mail addresses are no longer included but Cllrs, phone numbers are published.
6.11. A resident provided information to the Clerk regarding travellers approaching landowners with a view to purchasing land at a premium price.  The Clerk forwarded this information to Uttlesford District Council.  Cllr Easter to liaise with local farmers to ensure gateways and land are appropriately protected.  Clerk to contact Essex County Council regarding the land owned by them at Hope End, requesting similar action to protect the land is taken.
7. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MANAGEMENT OF THE RIVER RODING
The consultation document was circulated to Cllrs for review prior to the meeting.  Following the discussion in the public meeting it was unanimously agreed to object to the proposals as they suggested a potential impact of increased flooding in the parish.   It was agreed not to respond using the on line questionnaire as this would require responses to the proposals in the south of the river for which Cllrs have no detailed knowledge.  Clerk to produce a written response with reasons for objection and submit.
8. THE VILLAGE SIGN

It has been 11 years since the village sign was erected and no maintenance has taken place.  It was agreed that Cllr Salmon will ask Charlie Barker to have a look at what work may be needed.  A further suggestion from Cllr Mackley was to consider adding small plaques in celebration of events, e.g. in celebration of the diamond jubilee.  Further consideration required.
9. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
9.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
.
9.1.1. Clerk reported problem with missing cover over old sceptic tank along lane close to Fitzjohns and the cricket ground, however Highways were unable to locate the position.  Cllr Easter will mark the site, Clerk to advise Highways and forward Cllr Easters details.
9.1.2. Concerns have been raised with the state of by-ways.  Cllr Easter to speak to landowner regarding the reinstating the post at the end of Boxley Lane, by-way 11.  Clerk to contact Highways to request the post which was previously at the start of by-way 11, Hellmans Cross, be re-instated.

9.1.3.  Letter sent to resident at Bullocks Lane, response pending. 
9.2. Highways and Road Safety
9.2.1. Highways have completed the re-surfacing of Bacon End.  Clerk to write a letter of thanks. 
9.2.2. Clerk to write to Veolia Water stating the Parish Councils concerns with a section of the water main at Bacon End.  There is a spur where the old and new main meet which it has been suggested has not been replaced and is potentially at risk of further leakage.  In addition following the recent water main repair the newly surfaced road was not well replaced resulting in a poor finish.
9.2.3. The missing drain covers reported to Highways in July 2011, were re-instated within days.  

9.2.4. A response is pending from Highways regarding the Parish Council taking responsibility for cutting verges.
9.3. Crime Prevention.  

9.3.1. Following the letter to Essex Police re the incident at Griffin Farm, a response was received suggesting action would be taken.  However Cllr Easter confirmed no follow up had taken place.  Clerk to contact Essex Police for an update on the action taken.
9.3.2. Cllr Salmon attended the Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting.  As a result of reviews it is confirmed that Hatfield Heath police office will no longer open to the public. 

9.4. Tree Warden
9.4.1. Cllr Green had issued a request for quotes to remove the Peace Oak, to three local tree surgeons.  Responses including prices had been received from two parties and were reviewed by the Parish Council.  After discussion Cllr Mackley proposed and Cllr Donald seconded, with all in favour that Treecology be asked to cut down the tree to base and keep the wood.  Cllr Green to contact Treecology to confirm the contract and in addition request a quote for a replacement tree.

10. PLANNING
10.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement

APPLICATIONS

APPL No

UTT/1205/11/FUL


LOCATION

Taw, Canfield Drive
DEVELOPMENT
Replacement Dwelling

This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council agreed to make no comment.
APPL No

UTT/1493/11/FUL

LOCATION

Canfield Bury Farm

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of 40 No. solar panels on roof of existing warehouse building

This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council agreed to make no comment.
APPL No

UTT/1644/11/FUL

LOCATION

Sheldrakes, Green Street

DEVELOPMENT
Proposed domestic storage building

This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council agreed to make no comment.

In addition application UTT/1654/11/FUL and UTT/1693/11/LB both relating to Sheldrakes were received after the agenda was published.  Clerk to contact Uttlesford District Council requesting an extension to the deadline until post the October Parish Council meeting.
APPLICATIONS TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREES IN CONSERVATION AREAS

APPL No

UTT/1489/11/TCA

LOCATION

The Maltings

PROPOSAL

To fell 1 no. flowering Cherry tree
The Parish Council had no comment on this application
DECISIONS

APPL No

UTT/1055/11/FUL

LOCATION

Lime Tree Lodge, Canfield Road
DEVELOPMENT
1.5 storey side extension
DECISION

Conditional Approval

APPL No

UTT/0808/11/FUL

LOCATION

Tandans Canfield Drive

DEVELOPMENT
Proposed continued use of long stay caravan pitch for the use of one gypsy family. (Not subject to condition C.13.4- UTT/0998/08/FUL (The mobile home and touring caravan hereby permitted shall be occupied only by Mr T Boswell and Ms A Fuller and when they cease permanent occupation they shall be removed from the site within 2 weeks of this event and the land shall be restored to its former condition within 1 month in accordance with a scheme of work submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing)
DECISION

Conditional Approval

APPEALS LODGED


APPL No

UTT/0659/11/FUL

LOCATION

Griffin Farm

DEVELOPMENT
Retention of former agricultural building and continuation of use for joinery business


The Parish Council agreed to make no further comments.

10.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

A complaint had been formally submitted to the Local Government Ombudsman regarding the way in which the Development and Regulation Committee reached its decision in granting a planning application by Edwards Waste Management Ltd (EWM) to erect a composting facility building at Crumps Farm.  Unfortunately after submission the Local Government Ombudsman confirmed it was not possible to accept a complaint from a Parish Council.  It was agreed no further action.
A letter was sent and response received from Claire Tomalin, Essex County Council, regarding concerns with the current situation at Crumps Farm.  A further response from the sub-committee is planned.
A letter was sent to Nationwide Metal Recycling Ltd regarding a statement on their website that Harlow and Uttlesford District Council were clients of Edwards Waste Management, which is understood to be incorrect.  A response was received, however the information has not been removed and it is intended to reply.

A letter has been sent to the Environment Agency raising concerns with the state of the current site, a response is pending.

A letter has been sent to Essex County Council requesting information under the Freedom of Information Act on contracts with Edwards Waste Management, a response is pending.

Cllr Green confirmed a new company Environ Ltd, incorporated in June 2011, has purchased the freehold and assets of Edwards Waste Management Ltd,

Cllrs confirmed vehicle movements in and out of the site had been noted, Cllr Green to follow up.

Cllr Green to draft a letter for Clerk to submit to Little Canfield and Takeley Parish Councils requesting a combined approach to issues at Crumps Farm.
10.3. Newlands Farm – No further update.
11. FINANCE
11.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – July and August 2011), 


£   328.75

Audit Commission (External Audit Fee)




£   144.00
11.2. The external audit report had been returned with no issues.  Accounts are available for public inspection.
11.3. The Clerk confirmed a delay in the changes to the bank mandate.  Amendments have now been made, Clerk to progress.
11.4. The Clerk confirmed the second instalment of the 2011/12 precept had been received.

12. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.  
13. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
13.1. Quarterly finance update including bank reconciliation

13.2. Quarterly Great Canfield Community Trust update
14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 10th October 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

15. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 10.00pm.

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Robert Mackley
Vice Chairman Parish Council


