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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 13th June 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Robert Mackley, and the Clerk Allison Ward
4 Members of the Public (8.00pm to 8.10pm)
PUBLIC MEETING – Residents in attendance raised objections to the planning application for Canfield Drive, UTT/0808/11/FUL.  An e-mail from a resident with knowledge of the previous application had also been received; this echoed the concerns and commented that there appeared no new evidence to suggest this application should be permitted.  (This application seeks to remove the condition that the mobile home and touring caravan shall be occupied solely by the applicants.)  Further comments included, the original planning permission was given on grounds which took into account his personal circumstances; this is a plot of agricultural land that would never receive planning permission in normal circumstances; this application is controversial and could be detrimental to the surrounding area.  Cllr Green urged residents to ensure they attended the Development Control Committee in person, should this application be referred by the Officers as experience from previous applications suggest attendance can be influential.  Cllr Sams confirmed that this Council is unable to make a decision on its response to this application until the July meeting as notice was not received in time for the publication of the June agenda.  Clerk to contact Uttlesford Planning and request an extension.  Clerk to contact Cllr Cheetham to inform of residents concerns.
Residents raised concern with dangerous pot holes in the village.  These have been reported by the Council, Clerk to contact Cllr Barker for further assistance.

Concerns were raised on the state of verge cutting.  Clerk to enquire if Parish Council can take responsibility from Highways including the funding.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Barker (meeting).  Cllr Cheetham (holiday), Cllr Jones (commitment), Cllr Salmon (holiday).
2. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

Following the Parish Council elections in May, two vacancies exist on the Parish Council.

Cllr Sams proposed, Cllr Mackley seconded with all in favour that Chris Easter be co-opted to the Parish Council.

Cllr Green proposed, Cllr Mackley seconded with all in favour that Catriona Kellerman be co-opted to the Parish Council.

Cllrs Easter and Kellerman signed the Declaration of Office and completed the Register of Interests.  Clerk to complete the notice of co-option and forward to Uttlesford District Council together with the completed Register of Interests.  Clerk to provide updated contact details to County and District Cllrs.

It was agreed that Cllr Easter would take responsibility for footpaths and farmer liaison.  Cllr Kellerman in addition to representing residents from Hope End would assist on related planning applications.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllrs Mackley and Sams declared an interest in Agenda Item 8 as Trustees of Great Canfield Community Trust.

Cllrs Mackley and Sams declared an interest in Agenda Item 9 as committee members or involved with the village open weekend.
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 9th May 2011 were approved and signed as a true record, after the following amendment.
Item 5 – Great Canfield Community Trust – Cllrs Mackley & Sams.
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
The meeting to discuss the new website requirements has been changed to Tuesday 14th June, Clerk to update July meeting.
During the Internal Audit work it was confirmed that the licence fee for the Ordnance Survey (OS) maps on the Great Canfield website had not been paid.  The previous payments by the Village Design Association expired in August 2010.  The Clerk contacted OS who confirmed payment of c.£62 per annum was due, Clerk to arrange for this year only whilst alternative options are considered.  Clerk to include map requirements as part of new website design and determine if the free map facility can be used thereby avoiding an annual.

The August Parish Council meeting will be cancelled as the Clerk and a number of Cllrs will be on holiday.  Clerk to update County and District Cllrs.
6. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT - None
7. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
7.1. The Clerk had circulated recent advice from Essex Association of Local Councils on Data Protection.  It was unanimously agreed to register Great Canfield Parish Council as a Data Controller at an annual cost of £35, Clerk to action.  After discussion Cllrs agreed that they were not required to register as individuals, providing all correspondence is processed through the Clerk, who as an employee of Great Canfield Parish Council is covered once the Parish Council is registered.
7.2. The Future Airspace Strategy Consultation has requested that the response submitted by Great Canfield Parish Council be forwarded to the Department of Transport.  This was unanimously agreed, Clerk to action by 30 June.
7.3. Uttlesford District Council is undertaking an ‘Open Space, Sports Facilities and Playing Pitch Strategy’.  The first part of the exercise requires the Parish Council to map all the open spaces and sports sites in the Parish.  Clerk to action.
7.4. An invitation has been received for two persons (could be non Cllrs) to attend Essex Parish Broadband Implementation Conference at Coggeshall Village Hall on Monday 18th July starting at 7.15pm.  This conference is an opportunity to have a positive influence on how quickly a parish is connected to high speed broadband.  It was agreed to ask Keith Vincett if he is able to attend, Clerk to action.  Cllr Donald confirmed that Church End has now been connected to the Buzzcom service with assistance from Robert Knight who has agreed to host a local receiver.  Clerk to write to Robert Knight thanking him for his assistance.
7.5. An invitation has been received to attend a presentation on the Code of Conduct on Wednesday 20 July at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber Council Offices Saffron Walden.  Awareness of its provisions and of the wider context relating to standards and an insight into what to expect when the Localism Bill becomes law).  No Cllrs are available to attend, Clerk to consider attending.

7.6. The Clerk responded to a request for information from an individual under The Freedom of Information Act relating to Stop Stansted Expansion funding and support.  
7.7. Cllr Donald to review the Consultation on Travellers Site to determine if a response is required.

8. GREAT CANFIELD COMMUNITY TRUST LIASION SUB-COMMITTEE
Cllr Sams updated the meeting.  Current negotiations between the Community Trust and the Parochial Church Council have reached stalemate over the annual rent.  The Community Trust is seeking its own valuation.  
9. VILLAGE OPEN WEEKEND SUB-COMMITTEE

Cllr Mackley updated the meeting and confirmed plans are progressing for the weekend of 9th and 10th July.  The Parish Council insurance policy has been reviewed and a risk assessment has been carried out.  The programmes will be available in the next few days and advertising will be placed around the village.  Cllr Mackley to forward an article to the Clerk for inclusion in Parish News.
10. EMERGENCY PLAN
Cllrs Mackley and Sams presented an updated draft of the village emergency plan.  This was unanimously accepted by Cllrs with the addition of the new Cllrs details.  Clerk to finalise and forward to Uttlesford District Council.  The plan will be reviewed annually or when specific changes occur.
11. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
11.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
.
11.1.1. Highways visited the site at footpath 4 and met with the landowner who had erected the fence to protect that corner of the field from rabbits present on the adjacent wasteland.  Highways agreed to the position of the fence, subject to additional way markers to direct footpath users inside the fence.  The Clerk has written to residents who raised the issue advising them of the actions agreed.
11.1.2. A response is pending from Alan Goffee on the request for confirmation on the completion of PRoW works in 2010/11.  Clerk to chase response prior to next meeting.  
11.1.3. Clerk to provide 3P’s information to Cllr Easter for future reference.

11.1.4. A response has been received from the residents Solicitor at Bullocks Lane.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent direct to the resident asking for their suggestions on a suitable alternative to the kerbing.  Clerk to draft for Cllr Sams to approve. 
11.2. Highways and Road Safety
11.2.1. The Parish Visit is due in the next few months, Cllr Mackley to contact Highways for confirmation of the date.  Any residents or Cllrs aware of issues to contact Cllr Mackley.
11.3. Crime Prevention - Cllr Salmon had submitted a short report in her absence.  

11.3.1. Cllr Salmon attended the Neighbourhood Action Panel.  Since the last meeting in March, there have been 32 reported incidents in Takeley and the Canfields.

11.3.2. Cllr Salmon confirmed a speed check and traffic survey will be completed in the near future.
11.3.3. A number of burglaries have occurred at Hope End and information on a suspect van circulated.
11.3.4. Clerk to forward police contact information to Cllr Kellerman.

11.4. Tree Warden
Cllr Green confirmed that the Peace Oak at Hellmans Cross has not shown any signs of new growth.  Cllr Green has contacted a tree surgeon who has suggested he could remove the oak at no charge in return for the wood.  It was unanimously agreed to pursue this option, but request that a new oak tree is provided as part of the agreement.
12. PLANNING
12.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS


APPL No

UTT/0687/11/FUL



LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Erection of Porch

APPL No

UTT/0688/11/LB


LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Erection of Porch

APPL No

UTT/0689/11/FUL


LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
APPL No

UTT/0690/11/LB


LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End
DEVELOPMENT
Single storey side extension to existing playroom/store
The deadline to respond to the above applications was 26th May.  The Parish Council was

unable to obtain an extension to this deadline.  Cllrs Donald and Sams reviewed the 

applications and recommended no comment.  This decision was unanimously agreed by  

the full council.

APPL No

UTT/1055/11/FUL



LOCATION

Lime Tree Lodge
DEVELOPMENT
1.5 storey side extension
This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does 

not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council agreed to make no comment.


DECISIONS


APPL No

UTT/0409/11/REN


LOCATION

Gilmans


DEVELOPMENT
Renewal of planning approval UTT/0022/08/FUL for change of use from agricultural land to grazing for horses. Construction of all weather arena and erection of stable block 
DECISION
Conditional Approval
APPL No

UTT/0413/11/FUL


LOCATION

Meadows Lodge
DEVELOPMENT
Two storey extension to rear 
DECISION
Conditional Approval
APPL No
UTT/0566/11/FUL


LOCATION

Springmead

DEVELOPMENT
Replacement dwelling (amended scheme to that approved UTT/1404/10/FUL) 

DECISION
Conditional Approval

12.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

A further letter was sent to Essex County Council Solicitor following previous correspondence on the way in which the Development and Regulation Committee reached its decision in granting a planning application by Edwards Waste Management Ltd (EWM) to erect a composting facility building at Crumps Farm.  A response is pending.  Work continues on preparing a complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman.
Information was requested from Harlow Town Council and Uttlesford District Council under the Freedom of Information Act.  Both parties confirmed they did not have any formal contracts with EWM.  Cllr Green confirmed that further requests would be sent asking if any informal or verbal contracts exist as previous information suggests waste was sent to this site. 
No further Crumps liaison meetings are planned until the site is under new ownership.

12.3. Newlands Farm – No further update.

13. FINANCE
13.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – May 2011),

 


£   168.29

L J & S J Perry (Grounds Maintenance)




£   396.00

The Information Commissioner (Data Protection Annual Fee)

£     35.00
13.2. Following the changes to members of the Parish Council new bank signatories are required.  Cllrs Easter, Kellerman and Mackley to complete bank mandate forms and return to bank if identification is required or to the Clerk, Cllr Sams remains a signatory.  Cllr Sams signed the bank form confirming the change to signatories, Clerk to action.
13.3. Clerk to review the consultation on Local Public Audit and if necessary draft a response for approval.

14. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.
15. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
· Quarterly update on Finance.
· Decision on the date for the Autumn litter pick to include in the August newsletter.
· Draft response to the Governments Aviation Scoping consultation.
16. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 11th July 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

17. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.45pm.

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams

Chairman Parish Council


