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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 14th November 2011
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Keir Donald, Chris Easter, Henry Green, Catriona Kellerman, Robert Mackley, Gwen Salmon and the Clerk Allison Ward
Cllr Susan Barker (Essex County Council – 8.10pm to 8.25pm)

Cllr Jackie Cheetham (Uttlesford District Council – 8.15pm to 8.30pm)

1 Member of the Public 
PUBLIC MEETING – No matters were raised.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None
Due to absence of Cllrs, it was agreed to change the date of the January Parish Council meeting, it will now be held on Monday 16th January 2012.  Clerk to re-book village hall and update website.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Mackley declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 12.1 as owner of Foxleys, Bacon End.
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 10th October 2011 were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
It was agreed to cancel the village hall booking for the Litter Pick on Saturday 26th November, due to the increase in rental charges, the meeting point will be Cllr Salmons address.  Clerk confirmed Uttlesford District Council will collect the rubbish bags during week commencing 28th November.  The Clerk has received a request from a resident, asking the Parish Council to consider including washing the street furniture as part of the tidy up.  Cllrs discussed this and agreed that if anyone expressed a wish to do so, this would be acceptable.  Clerk to circulate a reminder via the village e-mail distribution list.

Cllr Mackley updated this Council on the recent residents meeting to discuss plans for the Diamond Jubilee.  Cllr Mackley proposed that the current sub-committee of the Parish Council, The Village Open Weekend Committee, be renamed The Diamond Jubilee Committee, this was unanimously agreed.  It was agreed that a Beer Festival would be held on 28th April where the proceeds from a raffle will be for Diamond Jubilee Funds.  It is intended to join with national celebrations, on Sunday 4th June and a ‘Big Lunch’, picnic and games, will take place on the cricket pitch.  On Monday 5th June a Beacon Bash, BBQ and Barn Dance will be held on Black Barn Field this will include lighting a beacon.  Cllr Mackley to advise Uttlesford District Council of plans.
The bags of rock salt from Essex County Council have been received.  Cllrs Mackley and Easter to identify areas which would benefit and distribute to Cllrs for use as required.  Cllr Barker suggested that Parish Councils may wish to purchase salt spreaders which were available through Uttlesford District Councils contract to procure equipment, details to be forwarded to Clerk.

Work has been completed on the village sign.  In addition to the work agreed and stated in the October 2011 minutes, the sign has been varnished to protect the colouring at no extra charge.  Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Charlie Barker for his work.  Cllr Mackley to obtain further information on plaques to add to the sign, for example in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee.

An update on allotments and investigations with Rural Community Council of Essex and the redesign of the website are outstanding.
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Cllr Barker commented on Crumps Farm and is reasonably impressed that the new owners appear to be tidying up the site.  Initial indications are they wish to work with local Parish Councils and are keen to build bridges.  Cllr Barker had not received the response to the letter from Claire Tomlin, Clerk to forward.  There were no further matters that this Council had on Crumps Farm at this stage.  Cllr Barker supported the intention to write to Essex County Council requesting that should land owned by the Council become available, its use for village allotments should be considered.

Cllr Cheetham provided an update on the unauthorised airport parking at Canfield Nurseries, Hope End.  At this stage Uttlesford Enforcement are gathering the information required to progress.  Cllr Cheetham reminded this Council of the funds available from the ‘New Homes Bonus’ and asked that any requests be submitted by the end of December 2011.  It was agreed that the Clerk would forward details on two community projects, the Peace Oak replacement and the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.  In addition, the Clerk will include an article in the newsletter asking residents to come forward with any proposals.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. The Council discussed the consultation for new Parliamentary constituency boundaries which would see Great Canfield become part of Billericay and Great Dunmow constituency.  It was unanimously agreed to object to the proposals primarily on the size and urban/rural mix.  Cllr Sams to draft for Clerk to submit, deadline 5th December.
6.2. As agreed in November 2010, Tenby daffodils have been planted in the triangles at Hope End and Bacon End.  Clerk to write letter of thanks to residents who planted the bulbs.

6.3. The Council agreed to respond in support of the principles outlined in the consultation on the deregulation of Schedule One of the Licensing Act 2003.  Clerk to arrange.
7. FUTURE AIRSPACE STRATEGY
Cllr Donald reported on the meeting attended by Parish Councils aimed at giving a better understanding of the terms and strategy that the Future Airspace Policy will impose and the difficulties facing air traffic control.  There is no further action at this stage.  Once the implementation team has formed a strategy, it will be important for this Council to become involved in any consultations or open meetings.

8. FIRST DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2012/13

The Clerk presented a draft budget for 2012/13 based on a level precept.  After making a £500 provision for tree works, the net position would be breakeven.  The budget with a level precept was proposed by Cllr Sams, seconded by Cllr Donald with all in favour.  Clerk to submit to Uttlesford District Council.
9. THE TIME CAPSULE

It is hoped the work to remove the Peace Oak will unearth the original time capsule buried when the tree was planted.  The Council agreed to create a new time capsule which will be buried along with the original, once the replacement tree is planted.  This will be completed in 2012 as part of the village celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee and Olympics.  Cllr Donald to prepare a proposal for agreement by the Parish Council in February 2012.

10. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

The contract for maintenance of Parish Council land has expired and a new contract is required from 2012.  It was agreed to issue an invitation to tender in line with the previous document with the inclusion of the triangle at Fitzjohns Lane.  The contract will run for three years.  It was agreed to issue the tender to Steve Perry as current contractor, Youngmore Horticulture and Countrywide.  Clerk to issue for review in February 2012.
11. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
11.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
11.1.1.  Response outstanding from Highways on re-instatement of posts at the start of by-way 11, Hellmans Cross.  Clerk to contact adjoining resident for further information.
11.1.2.  Kerbing at Bullocks Lane, no further progress.  Clerk to send a further letter requesting a meeting.
11.2. Highways and Road Safety
11.2.1. A response has been received from Veolia Water regarding the water main at Bacon End.  They are aware that the spur requires repairing and anticipate that this will be replaced in the near future.  No further action required. 
11.2.2. Clerk has chased Highways for a response on the request to take responsibility for cutting verges.
11.2.3. Highways have responded re Hope End Bridge and the issue with road subsidence.  It has been inspected, however as it is not at investigatory level no action will be taken at this stage.  Highways will monitor the situation.
11.3. Crime Prevention.  

11.3.1. Cllr Salmon confirmed no incidents had been reported.  Clerk to include an item in the newsletter reminding residents to be extra vigilant during the winter months, in particular with regards to oil and diesel thefts.  

11.3.2. Cllr Salmon to attend the NAPs meeting on 22nd November.
11.4. Tree Warden
11.4.1. Treecology has reported that there is evidence of Honey Fungus at the base of the Peace Oak, which is likely to have been the cause for the decay and death of the tree.   In order to minimise any possible damage to the new tree, Cllr Easter proposed soil be removed from the area and replaced prior to replanting.  Cllr Green to contact Treecology to outline the proposal.  The Essex County Council Tree Officer has suggested a smaller tree be replanted, Cllr Green to source with assistance available from Cllrs Donald and Easter.
11.4.2. Treecology has inspected the Ash Tree in front of Maple Cottage and reported to the Council on the options and approximate costs.  The Parish Council support the suggestion to pollard the tree, at a cost of c.£550.   Cllr Green to source quotes for the work and speak to the residents of Maple Cottage. 
12. PLANNING
12.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS

APPL No

UTT/2057/11/FUL


LOCATION

Brook Side Bacon End

DEVELOPMENT
Conversion of garage into living accommodation

This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council would recommend approval, Clerk to submit.

APPL No
UTT/2090/11/FUL

LOCATION

Fanns Farm Canfield Road

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of single storey orangery/dining room extension to rear
This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council would recommend approval, Clerk to submit.

APPL No
UTT/2144/11/FUL

LOCATION
The Foxleys, Bacon End

DEVELOPMENT
Proposed roof conversion of garage to form office

Cllr Mackley left the room prior to any discussion regarding this application.  This application has been compared to the Village Design Statement guidelines and does not conflict with any points.  The Parish Council would recommend approval, Clerk to submit.  Cllr Mackley re-joined the meeting.
DECISIONS
APPL No

UTT/1493/11/FUL

LOCATION

Canfield Bury Farm

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of 40 No. solar panels on roof of existing warehouse building
DECISION
Conditional Approval

APPL No
UTT/1654/11/FUL
LOCATION
Sheldrakes, Green Street

DEVELOPMENT
Conversion and extension of existing domestic storage building to family annexe
DECISION
Refused

APPL No
UTT/1693/11/LB
L LOCATION
Sheldrakes, Green Street

DEVELOPMENT
Conversion and extension of existing domestic storage building to family annexe
DECISION
Conditional Approval

12.2. Cllr Green updated the meeting on the latest work by the Crumps Farm sub-committee.  

John Creecy attended the informal site meeting on Wednesday 2nd November aimed at introducing Edviron to the local Parish Councils.  It was confirmed Edviron have purchased, the freehold and all rights to the site which include full responsibility for the restoration and aftercare of the existing landfill.  This is important as the landfill site will produce methane and poisonous leachate for many years to come.  However there is no financial provision in place to guarantee this responsibility if Edviron go into receivership.  Edviron stated that it is their intention to take up the new planning permission to build the waste processing plant, extract minerals and restore the void with processed waste.  It is proposed to re-start the Liaison meetings with the first meeting on the 11th January 

A further letter has been sent to the Environment Agency following their response asking for answers to questions raised, a response is pending.
A response has been received from Essex County Council following the Parish Councils letter on the current situation.

12.3. Enforcement Update

12.3.1. Newlands Farm – Uttlesford has confirmed they visited the site some time ago in the company of the land owner.  There is a further visit due in the next few weeks to see if there is an increase in the unauthorised business use at the site.
12.3.2. Canfield Nursery – An enforcement case has been opened.  Uttlesford has confirmed they have visited the site and have applied to the DVLA for keeper details of a number of vehicles parked at the site.  They have also obtained the title deeds for the land and are discussing next steps.
12.3.3. Rosedale – An enforcement case has been opened.

13. FINANCE
13.1. Cheques Approved for Payment

Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – October 2011), 



£   163.59

Charlie Barker (Village Sign Maintenance)




£   120.00

Village Hall








£     40.00

14. ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.  
Deadline for the newsletter is 20th November.  Cllr Salmon indicated her intention to resign from the Parish Council at the end of December 2011.  Clerk to include an item asking residents interested in joining the Council to notify the Clerk.  Clerk to contact distributors to ensure resident at Tandans, Hope End, receive a copy of the newsletter.
15. ITEMS FOR AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
15.1. Parish Council vacancy.

16. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 12th December 2011 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

17. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.50pm.

ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams
Chairman Parish Council


