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Introduction

What is a Village Design Statement?

In order to involve rural communities in
maintaining their character and managing
change without altering the uniqueness of
the area, the Government established the
concept of a Village Design Statement
(“VDS”).

Our VDS gives a detailed description of the
existing character and main features of
design in Great Canfield — the things that
make it special for its residents. It
identifies the physical qualities and
characteristics of the village and the
surroundings that are valued by local
people, and any particular aspects they
would like to conserve and protect. Our
VDS provides Design Guidelines. The VDS
has been considered within the context of
the Adopted Local Plan to ensure that the
Guidelines conform to Uttlesford District
Council’s planning policy and has been
adopted as Council Approved Guidance as
part of the planning process.

The overwhelming desire is to
maintain the tranquil, rural
character of our village. By “rural”
we mean surrounded by open fields,
buildings set back from the road
and intermingled with native
hedges and trees, large open spaces
between the hamlets, very little
traffic and many footpaths and
bridleways, with natural features
rather than buildings dominating
the landscape.

Why produce one for Great Canfield?

Our Parish has evolved over many
hundreds of years and, inevitably, will
continue to evolve. The purpose of the
VDS is to influence change in our village,
not necessarily to prevent it and to ensure
that any change is positive and protects
the best of what we have.

The VDS will give local people a recognised
voice at the very start of the planning
process rather than having to rely on
protest to make their views heard at the

end when it may be too late to influence
decisions.

How does the VDS work?

It describes Great Canfield in three main
ways:
® Our village in its setting

e The development of
settlement

the overall

® The characteristics of the buildings and
spaces within the village

Each area of our village is different and the
VDS helps the District Planning Officers
appreciate this.

The VDS is intended to help protect
visually important buildings and their
settings, promote the use of appropriate
designs and building materials and protect
the rural lanes and open spaces.

The VDS will influence future development
within our Parish. Its adoption by
Uttlesford District Council means that it
will become a 'material consideration' in
the determination of planning applications
and a positive influence on future
development.

How has it been produced?

Following a meeting called by the Parish
Council, a Committee was formed by a
group of volunteers to produce the VDS.
To be adopted by Uttlesford District
Council it is essential that the Statement
represents the views of the residents. The
VDS is the result of full consultation with
the whole Parish and this has been
achieved in the following ways:

® Open monthly meetings held by the
Committee over a period of more than
two years

® An Open Day in November 2007 to
elicit comments on the draft
Questionnaire to go to all residents

® (Consultation with local societies and
associations
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® Most importantly, the Questionnaire
circulated to all households in the
Parish in March 2008: responses were
received from two-thirds of the
residents. (Where reference is made in
this document to a proportion of
respondents’ views on a particular
issue, it refers to the proportion of
responses to that particular question)

® Regular updates in the monthly Parish
News and quarterly Village Newsletter
and on the VDS website
www.greatcanfield.org.uk

® An evening exhibition in September
2008 where work in progress was
displayed

® Invitations to residents to read and
comment on draft versions, available in
print and on the website

® Comments from Uttlesford District
Council’s Planning Officers and from
the Rural Community Council of Essex

® An Open Meeting on 29th September
2009 to consider the draft final VDS.

Who is it for?

The look and feel of our village is affected
by new development and alterations such
as house extensions, window and door
replacement, changes to walls and hedges,
change of use of buildings and the way
open spaces are used.

The guidance set out in this document is
for anyone considering, or overseeing,

development within Great Canfield,
including:
® JTocal householders including those

undertaking Permitted Development:
see “Your Property” on page 42

® Jocal businesses and farmers
® Architects and designers

® Developers and builders

® The Parish Council

e Uttlesford District Council Planning
Officers and historic building advisers

® Essex Council Planning

Authority

County

References in parentheses (e.g. ENV1) are
to the most relevant current UDC policies
as set out in the Local Plan. These
references are intended as a helpful
starting point but are not exhaustive and
residents are urged to consult the Local
Plan, the UDC website or the UDC
Planning Department for detailed
information and advice as policies and
nomenclature may change over time.

The Guidelines — shown in green boxes -
are based on the views of the people who
live in Great Canfield, what they value and
how they want to shape their community.
They have been endorsed by the Parish
Council. If this guidance is followed, it will
protect and enhance the unique character
of our Parish.

The consultation process revealed a
number of concerns which, while not
strictly related to planning, nevertheless
are important to residents. These are
reflected in the Conclusions, also shown in
green boxes. They are guidance for further
action, either by the residents or the Parish
Council.

Copies of the VDS have been distributed to
every household in the Parish. Copies
have been lodged with the Parish Council
and Uttlesford District Council, for
inspection by anyone applying for planning
permission within the Parish, and may also
be downloaded from the website
www.greatcanfield.org.uk.




History

The Settlement

From early times the richness and fertility
of the land have attracted people to the
location we now know as Great Canfield. A
great diversity of relics has been
unearthed, with the earliest a Neolithic
polished stone axehead, dating from 3,500
BC. Artefacts from Celtic times and the
Roman occupation onwards have been
found in quantity. Many of these are in
private collections and some are held in
Saffron Walden Museum.

Roman bricksin church fabric

There is also archaeological evidence of
Roman settlement, unsurprising as Great
Canfield lies between two Roman roads
that converge not far away. Hundreds of
years after their construction the Normans
reused bricks from local Roman villas in
the fabric of the church.

Castle mound and church

The name Canfelda probably derived from
“field of canes or reeds”, perhaps linked
with the marshy ground of the Roding
valley. George Eland in his book “At the
Courts of Great Canfield” suggested that
the name Thorpe (Hope) End, a name
retained into the C19th, hints at Danish
occupation of that hamlet in 878. The
Domesday Book of 1085 makes it clear
that at the time of the Norman invasion
Canfield formed a small part of the vast
estates owned by Ulwine, a great Saxon
thane.

Shortly afterwards Alberic de Vere was
awarded the manor, and it remained in his
family (later the Earls of Oxford) for five
hundred years. The Normans built the
castle mound, its outer bailey dating back
to the early C12th, and the adjacent church
of St Mary. The castle buildings were of
wood. They and the palisades that
surrounded them disappeared long ago,
probably reapplied to dwellings elsewhere
in Great Canfield. The farms around the
church were demesne lands (farmed by
serfs on behalf of the Lord of the Manor
and not tenanted). The Hall, Canfield Bury
and Marsh Farm now occupy some of that
area.

Inside the church, acknowledged as a
perfect example of Norman architecture, is
a C13th mural of the Virgin and Child. In
the porch are carvings from Norse
mythology, adopted for Christian use,
including Odin with his ravens Hugin and
Mugin and depictions of a form of
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swastika, an ancient symbol also known as
a fylfot cross.

Church of & Mary

The Parish and Manor seem always to have
coincided in extent and the surviving
manorial rolls help to explain the growth of
the village over time. As the settlement
evolved it developed a pattern still
recognisable today. The Hart and Frith (or
Thrift) Woods, both classified as Ancient
Woodland, are now much diminished.
They, together with the enclosed deer park
which extended around Canfield Park
House offered important economic rights
and resources. Other woodland was

cleared and the field system grew. In
mediaeval times,

large open fields ran
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down the middle of the village to the north
and east of Green Street, with Bexley (or
Boxley) Common to the west of it. Some of
the ancient field names are still used.

After the C12th there is no evidence of any
nucleus or dominant area, with a handful
of farms and agricultural workshops being
scattered throughout the Parish. Over the
centuries, the seven distinct hamlets or
Ends evolved around the farms, crofts and
woods. The accompanying sketch! shows
those principal historical locations in the
village, which survive to today with open
countryside between them.

The church was always an important focus
for the community but even in the
Victorian period while almshouses lay
close by the church, the inn, school and
rectory were all situated separately from it.
Shops, forge, maltings and post-office have
all changed their locations over time. The
stocks and whipping-post were situated
centrally at Hellman’s Cross and The
Griffin Inn was part of what is now The
Grange.

As now, houses generally sat within their
own plots, the majority accessed directly
from the main lanes though often set back
from them. Most originated as farmhouses
or farm cottages, although the former were
often divided into tenements in Victorian
times. Until the break-up of the Maryon-
Wilson Estate in 1900, few were owner-
occupied.

It appears that from very early times the
village adopted the linear character it still
possesses. Its lanes linked the common
lands and discrete parts of the manor with
the major highway at Stane Street (now the
B 1256), and to the thriving market town
of Hatfield Broad Oak with its Benedictine
Priory, and other neighbouring
settlements. In later centuries those lanes
also provided links to Maryon-Wilson
properties in other parishes, for example
Langthorns in Little Canfield. A drove road
is said to have originally run past The Elms

L Source: At the Courts of Great Canfield, G Eland,
Oxford University Press, 1949



